
 

 
 

Emphasis on Fiscal Responsibility Allows District  
to Put Students First 

 
More than 70 percent of our district’s budget is locally generated funding, so the 
Kettering City School District takes seriously its obligation to keep our community 
informed on our budgeting process and expenditures. 
 
As our treasurer, Dan Schall, noted in his most recent column in our “Investing in 
Excellence” newsletter, the past few years have been challenging for our district 
budget as we made necessary changes to provide additional nursing care and 
mental health services for students, increase our special education services and 
enhance safety and security measures in our buildings. 
 
How incredibly thankful I am that we have the kind of community support that 
allows us to meet these distinctive needs of our students, while also providing 
them with honors and Advanced Placement courses, award-winning career tech 
programming, district-wide STEAM offerings, art, music and physical education 
at all grade levels in our elementary schools, and the opportunity for our students 
to participate in the acclaimed International Baccalaureate Program and take 
individual IB courses.  
 
We are currently taking a hard look at our budget to determine how to continue to 
meet the academic, extracurricular, social and emotional needs of every 
Kettering student, while also incorporating the recommendations of our strategic 
planning committee into everyday life in our schools and expanding on the 
initiatives – including all-day kindergarten and career tech opportunities – that the 
community supports, as evidenced by its approval of our operating levy last 
November.  
 
I have challenged my administrative staff to look at ways to make budget cuts 
without jeopardizing the programming, initiatives and services that our 
community has clearly indicated it wants for our students, so we can stay off the 
ballot for new operating funds for as long as possible.  
 
Key to this plan is our upcoming renewal levy, which will be on next Tuesday’s 
ballot. This operating levy was first approved in 2004, and has been renewed by 
voters twice since then,  



in 2009 and again in 2013. To say that the funds generated by this levy are 
tantamount to our ability to continue providing excellent opportunities to our 
students is an understatement.  
 
We need the funds generated by this levy to continue to balance our budget and, 
because this is a renewal levy, we can do this with zero increase in taxes.  
 
I have been asked by some residents why we need this renewal levy, when it 
was recently reported that a number of Ohio school districts, including Kettering 
City Schools, will be receiving marked increases in state funding in the future.  
 
This is not the first time that an increase in state funding for schools has been 
proposed as part of the state’s preliminary budgeting process, however, in my 
five years as superintendent in Kettering, not once has the amount of increase in 
funding that has been proposed in preliminary state budgets for Kettering ever 
materialized. In fact, once the final biennium budget had been worked through 
and approved by our state legislators in the past, funding to Kettering essentially 
remained flat. 
 
Based on my years of experience as a superintendent, I do not anticipate that 
our schools will receive anywhere near the additional $3 million in state funding 
that was reported in an article in the Dayton Daily News on March 30, nor would 
it be fiscally responsible for us to plan on this increase as we move through our 
own budgeting process right now. In fact, it was stated in the news just last week 
that a new funding formula for schools is likely two years away. 
 
This renewal levy, which has been providing more than $8 million to our district 
budget for the past 15 years, is incredibly important to our ability to continue 
providing excellent student programming and services. Loss of this funding would 
be devastating to the Kettering City Schools. 
 
I know that accountability is key to the relationship we have with our community. 
As a district, we strive to operate efficiently, economically and effectively, and we 
perform this responsibility each and every day. Thank you for helping to make 
this school year such a successful one at Kettering City Schools and I look 
forward to the future as we can continue to enhance every child’s educational 
experience and move our district forward. 
 
 
 


